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agination of the Balinese, perhaps because it is the shape of the
" Rice Mother " (nini pantun), a sheaf of rice dressed into the
shape of a t/ili. This would indicate that the mysterious figure
was connected with, or derived from, the deities of rice and
fertility, either Dewi Sri or Melanting, also goddesses of beauty
and seed respectively. Again, the shape of the great offerings
(Jcebdgan), a pyramid of fruit topped by a fan of flowers and
palm-leaf, is also a t/ili, so stylized however that only the pyram-
idal skirt and the flower head-dress remain. This became evi-
dent when we saw in Kesiman, alongside the usual form of
offerings, one six feet tall made into a realistic t/ili, her skirt
of melons, ears of corn, oranges, djambu, and sa/alc, her torso of
frangipani flowers (djepon), and her face a smiling wooden
mask with great ear-plugs and a fan of flowers as a head-dress.
T/iIfs are often so stylized that simply a palm-leaf fan with two
loops (the ear-plugs or breasts) is called a t/iJf. I became in-
tensely intrigued by the persistence of this shape in so many of
the ritual objects and was determined to find in it some religious
significance; I asked all sorts of people about t/ilfs, from high
priests to old women offering-makers, but they all insisted that
they were purely ornamental forms appropriate for offerings be-
cause they were beautiful. The word f/ilf means " small and
nice," rather in the sense in which we use the term " cute/'
Whatever its origin, the t/'ili is today nothing more than a beau-
tiful abstract feminine motif.

OLD   HINDU   BALINESE   ART

Already in the records of Chinese travellers of the fifth century
it is mentioned that in the country of " Poli," perhaps Bali,
there were Hindu princes, and that the travellers were received
by priests who danced around them blowing conch-shells. Bali
was already a colony of the Central Javanese kingdom of Ma-
taram, the earliest recorded ruler of which was, according to
Stutterheim, King Sandjaya or Sanjaya (A.D. 732) of the Sail-
endra dynasty, who ruled also over southern Sumatra. The